Guiding Light:  Set One
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Disseminate

Helpful Hint:  Disseminate can be used almost interchangeable with the word scatter.  Something 
would be disseminated, or spread it across a wide area, just like it would be scattered.

Television and computer programs make it possible to disseminate information throughout the world very quickly.
		

Discreet

Helpful Hint:   Something discreet is subtle and not easily perceptible, or perceived by the senses.  
 Something can be said discreetly and not easily heard, or can be performed in a 
 discreet manner and not observed.

	Susan’s movements were so quiet and discreet that her mother never woke and never knew that 
her daughter had come home after curfew.


Disdain

Helpful Hint:  Disdain is a feeling.  It is a noun and an intangible, or untouchable, idea.  It is a feeling 
similar to disgust or disappointment and usually carries a negative association.  When 
you say that you felt disdain or that someone showed disdain, you are suggesting a 
negative connotation.

Some people look at the homeless with great disdain and assume that they are alcoholics who are too lazy to get jobs.


Dissension

Helpful Hint:  Use dissension interchangeable with the word disagreement.  The two are synonyms.

	There was so much dissension at the meeting that nothing got done and everyone went home 
angry. 


Dissipate

Helpful Hint:  When something dissipates, it slowly breaks apart or disintegrates to nothing.  Dissipate 
is a verb that shows an action of breaking down.

	The speaker’s good humor slowly dissipated the tension that had filled the meeting room. 

Obsequious

Helpful Hint:  Obsequious is an adjective that describes a personality type.  It suggests someone who 
is overly flattering or agreeable.  These types of people are often regarded as butt-
kissers or even teacher’s pets.

Since he loves flattery, he surrounds himself with obsequious people, none of whom he ever really trusts.
		


Consequential

Helpful Hint:   Something that is consequential follows or comes along with something else. 
 Consequential means “significant” or “important,” and is primarily used for events that 
 will produce large consequences or results.

	None of our discussions have been very consequential; the next meeting will be the important 
one.



Execute

Helpful Hint:  Execute joins ex-, “out,” and sec to produce the meaning “follow through” or “carry 
out.”  An artist executes a painting or sculpture after careful planning.  A policy or rule 
must be planned carefully before it can be properly executed.

In order to successfully execute the mission, the team would need three ski masks, one 
bulletproof vest, and a can of creamed corn.



Sequential

Helpful Hint:  Things in sequence, or regular order, are arranged sequentially.  Most novels and films 
move sequentially, but some use techniques such as flashbacks that interrupt the 
forward movement of the piece.

	In writing the history of the revolution, he found it hard to put some of the events in sequential 
order.



Pursue

Helpful Hint:  Pursue is a verb that can be used interchangeably with the word follow.

John closely pursued the red minivan in his taxicab, while making sure to keep enough 
distance so that he would not be noticed.
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Polygon

Helpful Hint:  A polygon  is any figure that has three or more sides, made up of closed, straight lines

The class spent the duration of the period using dried spaghetti to create various types of polygons.
		


Polygamy

Helpful Hint:  Polygamy a the practice of having multiple spouses (typically wives) that is prevalent in 
some foreign countries.  Despite the fact that it is illegal in the US, the practice exists in 
some regions of America.

The polygamist took Mary Lou Ann out on a date to the Sizzler while his wife, Mary Sue, stayed home to watch their children.



Polytheism

Helpful Hint:  Monotheism is the worship of a single god and is the more common form of religious 
worship in modern times.  In more distant history, such as in Green and Roman culture, 
polytheism, or the worship of multiple gods, was standard practice.

The tribe’s beliefs of polytheism would mean that they would need two human sacrifices: one to the river god and a second to the volcano god.



Polychromatic

Helpful Hint:  Use polychromatic interchangeably with the word multicolored.

	The Wizard of Oz begins in black and white but suddenly becomes brilliantly polychromatic.



Polyglot

Helpful Hint:  Polyglot contains the root glot, meaning “language.”  The word literally means, multiple 
languages.

As trade between countries increases, there is more need for polyglots who can act as negotiators.

Conform

Helpful Hint:  To conform is to follow accepted standards or customs.  While at school, you conform to 
our rules, and while at home, your language and behaviors conform to the values of your 
families and/or friends.

Ignoring pressures to conform, Patty often arrived to school sporting blue fur and carrying a muskrat bag.
		


Formality

Helpful Hint:  Formality involves the following of formal or conventional rules.  For instance, it is a 
formality that you wear a dress or a suit to a fancy dinner party.

The bride and groom chose to have a small wedding, without the expensive formalities of 
catering, limousine services, or a large reception.



Formative

Helpful Hint:  Whatever gives shape to something else can be called formative.  For example, the grand 
canyon was the result of the formative power of water.

America’s formative years included experimentation with many forms of government, ultimately 
resulting in a democracy supported by the Declaration of Independence.



Format

Helpful Hint:  Format is the shape, size, arrangement, or general makeup of something.

The format for a reading day included What’s the Point!? Exercises, followed by vocabulary
 lessons, and concluded with reading assignments and activities.



Formidable

Helpful Hint:  Something formidable is an obstacle that needs to be overcome.  Most often, this obstacle 
instills fear, worry, or apprehension for the protagonist that faces it.

	The formidable task of confronting her husband about his cheating ways was one that Lisa was 
finally prepared to undertake.
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Affinity

Helpful Hint:  To have an affinity for something is to “have a liking for it.”  One can have an affinity for 
		another person, an activity, or most anything else

Her affinity for dark chocolate left Marge in a role of submission to sweets; in a years time, she had gained nearly thirty pounds from ingesting too many sugary treats!


Definitive

Helpful Hint:  To refer to something using the adjective definitive is to say that it is final, and 
		unquestionably complete.

Ms. Piazza has the definitive say over which teachers are rehired at the end of each school year.


Infinitesimal

Helpful Hint:  To describe something as infinitesimal is to describe it as being so incredibly small that it 
is nearly incapable of being measured.  Use infinitesimal as a synonym of the word miniscule.  Infinitesimal is also used in an exaggerative way.

	If Latisha’s brain hadn’t been so infinitesimal, she would have known that the door was not 
	locked; she simply needed to pull it rather than to push it open.


Finite

Helpful Hint:  Something described with the adjective finite has clear limits.  There is an established end 
		that will be, at some point reached.

The finite fuel reserves of the United States stand ready to assist our nation should an emergency arrive, but offer no lasting solution to our fuel crunch.


Defined

Helpful Hint:  Something that is defined is made perfectly clear, leaving no unanswered questions..  For 
		instance, you can received a defined set of instructions. 

The assignment, having been poorly defined by the teacher, resulted in much confusion from the 
students and a variety of subpar project submissions.

Primipara

Helpful Hint:  Primipara is a noun used to define a woman who is in the stages of her first pregnancy.

The primipara entered the emergency room, clinging nervously to her husband, anxiously anticipating when the pair would exit the hospital as a family of three.



Primeval

Helpful Hint:  Primeval refers to something that  belongs to the first or earliest of ages.  Use the term 			synonymously with the words “original” and “ancient.”

Primeval forests were once home to a variety of large, untamed life forms; if you were to be 
dropped into one today, you would surely put your life at risk.



Primogeniture

Helpful Hint:  The noun primogeniture refers to the eldest child of the same parents.  

As the primogeniture of the couple, Kaitlyn felt a responsibility to look after her younger brothers an sisters when each of her parents undertook the night shift.



Primordial

Helpful Hint:  Primordial is an adjective that refers to something that is primary or fundamental

Some primordial human joys include delicious food and time spent with family and friends. 




Primarily

Helpful Hint:  Primarily is an adjective used to describe something that comes before anything else.  It 
		can be used almost interchangeable with the word mainly.

	Traveling down the 227 hallway, you will primarily see the color orange.
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Carnage

Helpful Hint:  Carnage refers to the remains after some sort of fallout or devastation.  

	The carnage left in the wake of the 911 attacks left Americans in a state of despair that will, 
	inevitably, last for eternity.
		

Carnal

Helpful Hint:  Carnal refers to the innate needs of an individual.   These could be academic, emotional 
		or recreational needs that serve as necessary for one’s very existence.

The thirst for victory can be best defined as carnal for many athletes who devote their lives to their professionalism.


Carnival

Helpful Hint:  A carnival, in its strictest form refers to a well organized collection of individuals who are 
		to present a showcase of talents.  In its more relaxed form, a carnival refers to a group of 			individuals with unique exhibitions on display.

	The overzealous class eventually erupted into a carnival of inappropriate actions when the 	teacher was absent.


Incarnation

Helpful Hint:  To refer to someone or something as the incarnation of something more suggests that 
		they/it is the embodiment of something that is greater, and often, intangible (without 
		form)

	A dedicated student can best be defined as the incarnation of motivation and aspiration who 
	strives to meet and exceed their personal best in all capacities. 


Carnivorous

Helpful Hint:  Carnivorous is an adjective to describe something that exists on the flesh and meat of 
		others.

The carnivorous Tyrannosaurus Rex has been labeled as one of the most ferocious predators of all time.


Expedient

Helpful Hint:  To describe something as expedient (an adjective) is to suggest that it will bring about a 
		desirable result.  Use the term synonymously with the word “beneficial.”

To pass the eighth grade, it is expedient for students to study for assessments and to commit their all to the successful completion of projects.	


Expedite

Helpful Hint:  To expedite something (a verb) is to quite literally, “speed it up”

The most effective way to expedite a group project is to assign each group member a responsibility in reaching the end goal.



Impediment

Helpful Hint:  An impendent is an obstacle, and can be used as a direct synonym of the term

	In obtaining honor roll status, a major impediment for students can be neglecting to study for 
	their assessment.



Pedestrian 

Helpful Hint:  To describe something as pedestrian  (an adjective)  is to state that it is boring or 
		unoriginal 

	While some classes can be exciting and motivating, others are incredibly pedestrian and leave 
	students falling asleep at their desks.



Pedigree

Helpful Hint:  Your pedigree refers to your family lineage.  Your pedigree (a noun) is the line of 
		relatives who have contributed to who you are as an individual

Though your pedigree can be an indicator of your physical stature and overall health, many 
environmental factors can pay equal contribution in attributing to each of these realms.
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Bilateral

Helpful Hint:  Bilateral implies that two sides have had an equal say in or an equal outcome from 
		something.  Bilateral serves as an adjective and a descriptor for equality in sides.

The bilateral agreement between Tasha and Mr.Hoskins meant that she would have to participate more often and that he would be more understanding of her need for socialization.


Bipartisan

Helpful Hint:  Bipartisan most often refers to issues that are political in nature.  A bipartisan agreement 
or decision is one that is made with equal representation from two political parties or governing agencies.

In a bipartisan pact, the teachers and the board of trustees agreed that the uniform policy did not include colored undershirts.


Bipolar

Helpful Hint:  To define someone or something as bipolar is to say that it or they have extreme 
		opposites.  This could relate to attitudes, values, ethics, or another other matter with 
		contradictory sides.  

	The bipolar rules of Mr. Hoskins and Ms. Langlois resulted in much confusion and 
	students couldn’t remember which classroom was sunflower seed tolerant and which one
	was not.


Bisect

Helpful Hint:  To bisect something is to take it and divide it in half.  To literally bisect something is to 
make two physically equal parts.  To bisect something in a more intangible sense, such as an idea or a responsibility, is to share equal weight in it.

The partnership opted to bisect the responsibilities for the project: Laquisha would design the poster, while Latisha would write the corresponding paper.


Binary

Helpful Hint:  Binary is an adjective that describes a relationship of pairs.  Computers, for instance, 
		work from a binary system in which 0’s and 1’s represent the inner workings of all 
		formatting.  A binary number consists of two digits. 

The binary pair of integers asked students to identify whether each was odd or even.

Tricolor

Helpful Hint:  Tricolor or tricolored are adjectives that refer to something that is made of three colors.

A tricolor jacket was adorned by the student, resulting in a Seven Hills uniform violation.


Trident

Helpful Hint:  A trident is a three pronged “spear” that is most often depicted in images from 
		mythology.  Many gods carried these weapons as a symbol of strength.

As Poseidon, god of the sea, raised his trident into the air, all mortals bowed in reverence.


Trilogy

Helpful Hint:  A trilogy is a noun, referring to something that comes in a consecutive set of three, or 
		three related things.

The Lord of the rings trilogy is  my favorite collection of movies; the computer graphic imaging (C.G.I.) is absolutely amazing! 


Trilateral

Helpful Hint:  Trilateral is an adjective that refers to something as having three sides.  A physical object, 
		such as a triangle, can be considered a trilateral, but causes and effects of conflict or 
		decision making can also be considered trilateral when they affect three sides.

Ina trilateral pact, the three best friends vowed that they would support each other in passing 
their ELA class so that each could stay a part of the basketball team.



Trisect

Helpful Hint:  To trisect something ( a verb) is to divide it into three equal portions.  Literally trisecting
		something  makes three physically equal parts.  To trisect something in an 	intangible 
		sense, such as an idea or a responsibility, is to share equal weight in it amongst three.


	To properly trisect responsibilities of the job, the landscaping crew mapped out all their 
	obligations, divided the workload by three, then  allocated responsibilities to the three workers 
	according to the length of time and energy that they would take to complete. 
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Monotonous

Helpful Hint:  Something monotonous can seem unending and unchanging.  A physical task, such as 
paper work, may seem monotonous, or a sound, such as that of cars passing by can also 
become monotonous (think Ben Stein’s voice).

The monotonous tone of the teacher’s endless yammering cause most students to drift off to sleep—some even feel from their desks and onto the floor!


Monotheism

Helpful Hint:  Monotheism refers to the religious practices of most modern day cultures where worship 
is paid to a single, all-powerful god.

Christian monotheism took hold of the Roman Empire in 392 A.D. when the worship of 
polytheistic gods and goddesses became forbidden.


Monologue

Helpful Hint:  A monologue is a lengthy speech by a single individual.  A monologue can be formal and 
performed on a literal stage.  A monologue can also be less formal and can refer to 
anyone who is giving a lengthy speech or lecture and has the attention of his or her 
audience.

After her dramatic, ten-minute monologue about why she shouldn’t be sent to the office, Mrs. 
Jones took pity and allowed Betty to retake her seat at the back of the classroom.


Monogamous

Helpful Hint:  American marriage is by law, monogamous—people may have only one spouse at a time.  
Monogamy can also be used to describe non-married pairings, as in nature.

Geese, swans, and many other birds are monogamous and have only one mate for life.


Monolithic

Helpful Hint:  Monolithic combines mono- with lith, “stone,” and monolith in its original sense means 
a hue stone, like those at Stonehenge.  A face of a cliff can be monolithic, but so can a huge, or powerful institution.

	To some third world countries, the Unites States may seem monolithic and indestructible.

Unicameral

Helpful Hint:  Unicameral refers to governing bodies that are represented by one party.  In the United 
		States, Guam and the Virgin Islands serve as examples of these governmental systems.

	Though unicameral governments were prominent in most communist countries (i.e.  People’s 
	Republic of China), these earlier systems’ decision-making did not ensure equality for all. 


Unilateral

Helpful Hint:  Unilateral implies that only one side of something has been affected or utilized.  In a 
		physical sense, you could have a unilateral injury or handicap.  In a decision-making 
		sense, one could make a decision in a unilateral manner (it would only affect one-half of 
		the receiving party) or would have been made by only one part of the governing pair.

Following the hallway fight, the principal made a unilateral decision to suspend only one of the two culprits, though both carried equal blame for the conflict.


Unison

Helpful Hint:  Unison can be substituted for the phrase “all together.”  It implies that multiple entities 
		are coming together as one.

	Ms. Holton’s music class must sing in perfect unison to create the most melodic sound.


Unitarian

Helpful Hint:  Unitarians believe in one god and encourage reason, , science, and scripture into their 
		understanding of religion.  They believe that reason and belief go hand in hand and that 
		religion and science can co-exist to help understand their faith.  The Unitarian  religion 
		stresses freedom of belief.

The Unitarian church graciously opened its doors to all members of its community, regardless of their backgrounds or precise religious beliefs.


Unify

Helpful Hint:  To unify something is to literally bring together separate items into one unit.  It is 
		comparable to the word “join”.  Unified is comparable to the phrase  “joined together.”

A unified group of students approached the class bully to inform him that his harassment would 
no longer be tolerated.
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Circumference

Helpful Hint:  Circumference means literally “carrying around”—that is, around the boundary of a circle 
or other geometric figure.

	To calculate the circumference of a circle, you must multiply its diameter by 3.14.
		


Circumspection

Helpful Hint:  Since –spect comes from the Latin word for “look,” circumspection basically means 
having “looked around” yourself before acting.

In dictatorships, authors must be careful in what they write, since and lack of circumspection could cost them their lives.



Circumvent

Helpful Hint:  To circumvent something or someone is to find a clever or tricky way to get around it

	The couple circumvented the accident on the highway by taking the back roads.



Circuitous

Helpful Hint:  Circuitous is the opposite of direct.  A circuitous path is not shortcut.

	The lawyer used circuitous arguments when defending his unpopular client. 



Circumscribe

Helpful Hint:  Circumscribe is a verb that can be used synonymously with the word outline.

After circumscribing the area where the flower garden would be planted, the homeowners began to dump bags of soil and fertilizer onto the ground.






Configuration

Helpful Hint:  The configuration of something refers to its arrangement of smaller parts.  You can use 
		this word almost interchangeably with out previous vocabulary word “layout.” 

The configuration of the classroom made it incredibly difficult to get o the pencil sharpener without creating a major distraction.		


Effigy

Helpful Hint:  An effigy is a representation or an image of someone (think sculpture).  Common 
		synonyms for this noun include, “sculpture” or “image.”

The effigy of Paul Bunyan proudly stands outside the public auditorium of Bangor, ME.



Figment

Helpful Hint:  A figment is something that is made up; it is a product of mental imagination 

	The noises in the attic were just a figment of his imagination.



Figurative

Helpful Hint:  Figurative is an adjective that is used to define something that is not literal, such as a figure of speech (i.e. idiom, metaphor) 

	Figuratively speaking, it would take the student days to complete the homework assignment.



Figurehead

Helpful Hint:  A person who stands as the head of a group or company but who holds little to no real 
		authority.

Most modern kings and queens are figureheads who are overruled by the decisions of elected, 
political leaders.
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Posterior

Helpful Hint:  Posterior works synonymously with the term “rear.”  For instance, your “posterior” can 
		be seated in the “posterior” of a classroom.

	The posterior of the bank contained the vault that held the most valuable assets of customers.
		

Posthumous

Helpful Hint:  Any acknowledgment, typically positive, that occurs after death can be described 
		with the adjective posthumous.  For instance, one can  receive a posthumous medal for 
		giving their life in service to armed forces.

The Award for Teaching Excellence was given in a posthumous ceremony to Ms. Crane, a teacher who always put her students’ needs ahead of her own.


Postmortem

Helpful Hint:  Postmortem is an adjective that describes something occurring after something has ended.  
		You can have a postmortem critique, just as you can have postmortem  investigation.

	The postmortem criticism of the television show did nothing to hurt its ratings; they had already 
	hit rock bottom months earlier.


Postscript

Helpful Hint:  A postscript refers to any piece of writing that has been added to an already published 
		document or one that has been released to the public

	The postscript to the classroom rules left many students with confusion; should they abide by the 
	rules listed on the wall or heed to the new ones that were printed and in their hands?


Postbellum

Helpful Hint:  Postbellum is used as an adjective to describe things or movements that came after the 
		civil war; a time when the country was theoretically unified.

Postbellum reforms increased minority rights and help to unify the nation as a democratic whole.


Metabolism

Helpful Hint:  Metabolism refers to the organic function of an individual, or a group of individuals, and 
		describes its ability to process and break down things in a beneficial way

The economic metabolism of the country was halted in 2008 with the crash of the housing industry.


Metaphorical

Helpful Hint:  Metaphorical is the adjective form of metaphor and refers to using figurative language in 
		a way that is not be interpreted literally, but instead, to paint a visual image for the 
		audience.

To say that the classroom was a freezer was simply metaphorical; there was no way that students would leave frosted or with ice burn.



Metamorphosis

Helpful Hint:  The noun metamorphosis refers to c change in an individual or entity.  This change can be 
		one that is physical, emotional, or social in nature.

	After initiating the new guidelines, the metamorphosis of the classroom’s behavior was truly 
	admirable; the teachers couldn’t be prouder of their students.



Metonymy

Helpful Hint:  Metonymy is a literary device that uses one item to represent a higher idea.  For instance, 
		“heads” can refer to individuals, “or  a “cold heart” can represent insensitivity.

	Lindsay’s difficulty with the bottle resulted in hardships in establishing a successfully career.



Metaphrase

Helpful Hint:  To use the verb metaphrase is to take something and to translate it into more 
		understandable terms.  In its extreme, you can metaphrase language from one form to 
		another, or in a simpler manner, you can metaphrase complex language into something 
		simpler.

The teacher’s colleague stepped forward to metaphrase the assignment, hoping that all students 
would be able to understand the end expectation.
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Corporal

Helpful Hint:  Think of “corporal” as a direct synonym of the adjective “bodily.”  You can commit 
		bodily/corporal injury or harm to someone or they could commit corporal harm to you.

	Ultimately, corporal punishment within United States’ law dictates that the offender is to be put 
	to death.
		

Corpulent

Helpful Hint:  This adjective is used to describe something that is large, bulky or fat.  Use it as a direct 
		synonym of any of these.

The corpulent gourd could barely be lifted onto the scale at the fair’s “Largest Pumpkin” booth.


Incorporate

Helpful Hint:  This verb can be used as a direct synonym of “mix.”  It implies that something is being 
		blended in with something else.  The past tense, clearly, would be “incorporated.”

	Having been finally incorporated onto the starting basketball lineup, Alexander was determined 
	to prove his worth and score double-digits in his very first game.


Corpse

Helpful Hint:  A “corpse” is something that once had life, but does not any longer.  A suitable synonym 
		might be the phrase “dead body” or in medicine, a “cadaver.”

	On Halloween, it is said that corpses rise from the grave to wander among man and that to avoid 
	the walking dead.  Halloween costumes originated as a way for the living to go unnoticed.


Corporation

Helpful Hint:  A corporation is a large company that functions independently with its own employees, 
		payroll systems, revenues, expenditures, etc.

In our tight economy those corporations who have the best chances for survival are those that offer the essentials that consumers need for survival at a price that can’t be beat.


Animated

Helpful Hint:  To describe something with the adjective “animated” is to say that it is “lively” or 
		“active” or “energetic.”  Each of these is a suitable synonym.

The animated young students clamored from the bus and burst through the school doors, anxious to have the first day of school underway.


Magnanimous

Helpful Hint:  When you describe something with the adjective “magnanimous” you are saying that it is 
		“brave” or “courageous.”  Each of these is a strong synonym.

In a truly magnanimous move, Linda charged down the hallway to break up the catfight that had broken out between two senior girls;  this was no way to settle any sort of dispute!



Animosity

Helpful Hint:  To have “animosity” towards something or someone is to say that you have “bad 
		feelings” towards it or them.  For instance, you can feel animosity about test-taking or 
		you could feel animosity towards an instructor who tests you too much.

	Hearing that I had five cavities yesterday caused me to feel great animosity towards the dentist 
	office; three of them weren’t even my fault and now I had to be needled and drilled again!



Inanimate

Helpful Hint:  To describe something with the adjective inanimate is to say that it is “lifeless” or 
		“unenergetic.”  Interpreted literally means that the item has no life and interpreted in a 
		more figurative sense is to say that it rarely moves.

	Traveling through the grocery story can become painful and slowed when it is overrun with 
	inanimate and indecisive shoppers who have nothing better to do with their day!



Equanimity

Helpful Hint:  To feel “equanimity,” a noun, is to feel a sense of calmness and overall composure.  It is 
		to be “at one” with yourself and your surroundings.

Deep breathing exercises can help to instill equanimity in the practitioner; I will surely be using 
these on each of my upcoming dentist appointments.
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Elucidate

Helpful Hint:  To elucidate something (a verb) is to make it more clear.  Generally this actions is in 
		reference to a task or a thought.

	The purpose of providing students with a Guiding Light study guide is to help elucidate new 
	vocabulary so that students can refine the mastery sentences in their vocabulary templates.
		

Lucent

Helpful Hint:  To describe something with the adjective lucent is to say that it is giving off light.
 
The lucent meteor streaked across the night sky, leaving a brilliant, polychromatic tail in its wake.


Lucubrate

Helpful Hint:  To lucubrate is to exert an exhaustible amount of energy in work.  The words origin 
		dates back to a time when one would stay up all night working by candlelight.. 

	Lucubrating through the weekend, Mr. Hoskins was able to procure a finalized yearbook to 
	present to the publishing company by Tuesday morning.


Translucent

Helpful Hint:  Something can be described with the adjective translucent when it merely admits the 
		passage of light, without enabling us to distinguish the color and outline of objects 
		through it.

	Ms. Gengel took the students on a tour through the red house corridor so that they could take a 
	Close look at the translucent cubes that served as an exterior wall of Seven Hills’ façade.


Lucid

Helpful Hint:  When something is described with the adjective lucid, you are saying that it is completely 
		understood.

After tumbling down the stairs and landing on her head, Martha could not speak in a lucid manner and had great difficulty getting onto her feet; surely, she needed an ambulance.


Phosphorescent

Helpful Hint:  Phosphorescent refers to a glow given off with the slow oxygenation of phosphorous.  
		Most organic items, such as wood or even seaweed can give off a phosphorescent light.  
		Chemical exposure can produce the same effects.

The phosphorescent seaweed danced beneath the murky green coastline of the beach.


Photogenic

Helpful Hint:  To describe someone or something with the adjective photogenic is to say that he/she/it is 
		attractive in photographs.

The ice covered limbs of the trees were truly photogenic as they bent downward, reaching for the land.



Photobiotic

Helpful Hint:  Describing something as photobiotic is saying that it requires light in order to live or 
		thrive.


	A majority of plants are incredibly photobiotic, requiring vast amounts of sunlight to maintain 
	optimal health.


Photosynthesis

Helpful Hint:  Photosynthesis is a noun, referring to the using of sunlight as a source of energy; 
		chlorophyll is essential in this process and so photosynthesis is observed in plants, algae 
		and certain bacteria.

	The photosynthesis of many plants is hindered by the cold, dark of winter; as a result, 
	chloroplasts shut down and green hues are lost.


Photographic

Helpful Hint:  Photographic is an adjective that can literally describe tools of a photographers trade.  In 
		a more figurative sense, the word describes the remembering, reproducing, or functioning 
		with the precision of a photograph

The teacher’s photographic memory allowed her to pick out the student who had vandalized the 
bathroom stall by simply seeing the student’s  feet from beneath the door;  she had spotted those 
same shoes in her homeroom just the week before.
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Parasite

Helpful Hint:  A parasite lives and thrives off a host, but can also survive independently.  Unlike a 
		symbiotic relationship where both parties benefit from the relationship, only the parasite 
		is able to benefit in a parasitic relationship.

	While eating lunch, I am often bombarded by teenager parasites who are looking for scraps of 
	me meal.
		

Paradox

Helpful Hint:  Paradox is a noun used to define a thing or an event that contradicts what you might 
		expect based upon your own experiences or understandings.  Used as an adjective, 
		paradoxical describes things that have this effect.
 
It seems paradoxical to be academically bright, but completely ignorant socially, but you see it all the time.


Paragon

Helpful Hint:  A paragon is a shining example for others.  This can be a person, a behavior, or event an 
		event.

	The Seven Hills Stomp team is the paragon of rhythmic perfection; they recently won their 
	second competition at Assumption College.


Parameter

Helpful Hint:  The parameter of something is how far reaching it his.  For instance, the power of 
		government, both local and federal, has set parameters; the frequency of radio stations 
		and cell phone towers also have set parameters.

	Mr. Hoskins’ voice can have a far reaching parameter, but he’ll only get real loud if you cross 
	the line and disrespect members of the community.


Parallel

Helpful Hint:  To an event or experience as being parallel to another is to say that the two follow a 
		similar path but do not interact with one another.

My brother’s, though states apart, are living parallel lives: each has become a firefighter and had two children.
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Sensational

Helpful Hint:  Something described with the adjective sensational is something that  “extreme” or 
		“excellent.”  You can tell a sensational tale, or you can receive sensational pay for a job 
		well done.

	The weather for the fourth of July is slated to be sensational for barbecues and firework displays 
	across the state of Massachusetts.
		

Sentient

Helpful Hint:  To describe something the adjective sentient is to say that it has the ability to sense its 
		surroundings.  Humans, quite literally, are sentient beings.  So too are animals and other 
		living organisms.
 
The sentient oak tree groaned painfully as he toppled to the ground at the hands of the lumberjack.


Sentimental

Helpful Hint:  Sentimental is an adjective that describes a move made that is expressive and personal; it 
		can be used as a close synonym to each of these words.

	The framed portrait of her deceased father was the most sentimental gift that Teresa had ever
 received from her husband.


Sensuous

Helpful Hint:  The adjective sensuous is used to described something that you find pleasing and 
Enjoyable.  A touch, a sound, even a smell can be described as sensuous as long as it “pleases your senses.”

	As the sensuous aroma of peas and Salisbury steak filled the lunchroom, Agnes and Delores 
	smiled with delight thinking of the joy that their meal would bring to the hungry school children.


Insensitive

Helpful Hint:  When something or someone is described with the adjective insensitive, they are described as being “without feelings” or in the case of a thing, it is or was done “without thought toward feelings”

Linda’s comment, meant to be playful, came across as insensitive and rude in the eyes of the woman who had recently lost her husband from a drinking and driving accident.

Curative

Helpful Hint:  To describe something with the adjective curative is to say that it has the ability to cure 
		or heal something or someone else

The mythical fountain of youth is said to have curative properties that can stop or reverse the aging process.


Curator

Helpful Hint:  A curator, your first noun is this set of vocabulary, is someone who is in charge in a 
		place where things are on display.  Formally, this can be a museum, or more informally, 
		this could describe most an environment.

As curator of the classroom, Mr. Hoskins guided visitors through a see of antics and infinite one-man-shows of his students.



Procure

Helpful Hint:  To procure something, your first verb in this set, is to “extract” it.  You can use procure as 
		a synonym of this word.

	Squeeze as hard as you like, you ill never be able to procure water from a rock!


Sinecure

Helpful Hint:  A sinecure is a position help by someone, often temporary, that provides some income to 
		the worker, but requires little work.  Depending on the person’s ability and the position in 
		question, what could be a career for one person could be the sinecure of another.

	Laid off from the hospital, Dr. Watts took a sinecure at the local department store, greeting 
	customers with a sullen “Good Morning, welcome to WalMart” for four hours a day.


Pedicure

Helpful Hint:  A pedicure is a noun and is “care for your feet.”  To break the word into its segments we 
		see this in “pedi = foot” ad “cure = care for”

With summer fast approaching and sandals returning to fashion, there will be a spike in services 
rendered at all salons offering pedicures in the months of April-June.
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Visage

Helpful Hint:  When you use the word visage, a noun, you are making reference to a person’s  face.  			This can be a reference to a facial feature or a facial expression.

	Sandra’s visage suggested that she truly was surprised by the party thrown in her honor.
		

Vis-à-vis 

Helpful Hint:  Vis-à-vis is an expression that can be used interchangeably with “face to face.”  

The vis-à-vis meeting between the owner’s of Burgertopia and Burgerpalooza would decide once and for all, who had the juiciest beef in town.


Visionary

Helpful Hint:  Visionary is a noun used to identify an insightful person who acts or acted as a sort of 
		pioneer or a leader of new ideas

	A true visionary, President Obama has many innovative programs in mind to help reinvigorate 
	the faltering economy of America.


Visitation

Helpful Hint:  A postscript refers to any piece of writing that has been added to an already published 
		document or one that has been released to the public

	The postscript to the classroom rules left many students with confusion; should they abide by the 
	rules listed on the wall or heed to the new ones that were printed and in their hands?


Evident

Helpful Hint:  Postbellum is used as an adjective to describe things or movements that came after the 
		civil war; a time when the country was theoretically unified.

Postbellum reforms increased minority rights and help to unify the nation as a democratic whole.



Auditor

Helpful Hint:  Metabolism refers to the organic function of an individual, or a group of individuals, and 
		describes its ability to process and break down things in a beneficial way

The economic metabolism of the country was halted in 2008 with the crash of the housing industry.


Audible

Helpful Hint:  Metaphorical is the adjective form of metaphor and refers to using figurative language in 
		a way that is not be interpreted literally, but instead, to paint a visual image for the 
		audience.

To say that the classroom was a freezer was simply metaphorical; there was no way that students would leave frosted or with ice burn.



Audition

Helpful Hint:  The noun metamorphosis refers to c change in an individual or entity.  This change can be 
		one that is physical, emotional, or social in nature.

	After initiating the new guidelines, the metamorphosis of the classroom’s behavior was truly 
	admirable; the teachers couldn’t be prouder of their students.



Inaudible

Helpful Hint:  Metonymy is a literary device that uses one item to represent a higher idea.  For instance, 
		“heads” can refer to individuals, “or  a “cold heart” can represent insensitivity.

	Lindsay’s difficulty with the bottle resulted in hardships in establishing a successfully career.



Audiovisual

Helpful Hint:  To use the verb metaphrase is to take something and to translate it into more 
		understandable terms.  In its extreme, you can metaphrase language from one form to 
		another, or in a simpler manner, you can metaphrase complex language into something 
		simpler.

The teacher’s colleague stepped forward to metaphrase the assignment, hoping that all students 
would be able to understand the end expectation.
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Cacophony

Helpful Hint:  To define something with the noun cacophony is to state that it is a bothersome or 
		an aggravating sound.

	The lunchroom become a cacophony of children’s voices, barking teachers, and ladles of gruel 
	“plopping” onto plastic trays. 
		

Phonetic

Helpful Hint:  Phonetic or phonetics refers to the sounds of a language.  
 
The phonetics of American English can be grouped by regions and their corresponding accents.


Polyphonic

Helpful Hint:  Polyphonic is an adjective that is used to describe a sound that comes when you  join 
		different sounds together (think about a classroom of independent voices)

	The polyphonic chorus line of Rihanna and T.I.’s “Live Your Life” has a great sound and though 
	their voices contrast with one another, they flow together nicely.


Symphony

Helpful Hint:  A symphony is the coming together of many different sounds to produce one uniform 
		sound that is pleasing to an audience

	The crash of the waves on the beach,  the lull of the sea gulls and the laughter of beachgoers 
	created a summer symphony that filled the air with joy.


Euphony

Helpful Hint:  To define something with the noun euphony is to essential say that it is “music to your
 ears.”  It is a sound that you especially enjoy.

The hustle and bustle of holiday shoppers was euphony to the ears of the store manager as dollar signs flashed in his eyes.



Conscientious

Helpful Hint:  Conscientious is an adjective used to describe words or actions that are done with care or 
		concern to your personal values and the needs/feelings of others.

Ryan’s conscientious move to prepare breakfast and clean-up the house on his mom’s birthday was greatly appreciated by both his parents.


Omniscience

Helpful Hint:  Omniscience is a noun used to define an ability to see and know all, though this is not 
		always used literally.  To use this word as an adjective would be to describe someone as 
		omniscient.

Ms. Langlois’ omniscience allows her to detect trouble in any corridor of the Junior Academy, in spite of the fact that she is often sitting behind her desk in room 209.



Prescience

Helpful Hint:  Prescience is a noun that is used to define an ability to predict or see the future.  A good 
		synonym for the word is the word foresight.  

	Nelson’s prescience came from being in the very same situation before; he knew all too well 
	what would happen if he caved to peer pressure and stole the candy bar.


Unconscionable

Helpful Hint:  Unconscionable is an adjective that is used to describe words or actions that stand in 
		contrast to what good morals would expect; an unconscionable move is done with little to 
		no regard to feelings

	The administrations decision to eliminate recess was unconscionable; as a result, the students 
	revolted and pandemonium broke out.


Scintillant

Helpful Hint:  To define something with the adjective scintillant is to describe it as bright or sparkling.  
		You could literally describe an object as scintilant or could use it in a more figurative 
		sense to describe a personality.

Maria’s scintillant personality and beaming smile stood her apart from the rest of the candidates 
for student body president.
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Dichotomy

Helpful Hint:  The dichotomy word dichotomy involves opposites.  Treat it as a synonym of the word
contradiction.

	The teacher’s first job taught him the dichotomy between what he learned in college and 
what actually happened in the classroom.
		

Diplomatic

Helpful Hint:  The adjective diplomatic refers to things or people who are fair and equal.  You can use it 
synonymously with the word respectful.

In dealing with his students, Mr. Hoskins is always diplomatic, and as a result he is viewed as fair and consistent.


Duplicity

Helpful Hint:  Duplicity is a noun that refers to a “double-identity.”  You can use the word 
synonymously with the word “deception”  or even “trickery.”

	Zeus often resorted to duplicity, seducing mortal women in the form of animals or elements.


Duplicate

Helpful Hint:  To duplicate something is to “cop” it.  The two words are precise synonyms.

Anyone who attempts to duplicate American currency in their home is guilty of breaking a
federal law.


Diverge

Helpful Hint:  To diverge from something is to literally turn from it.  You can diverge from a certain 
behavior, or you could diverge in a more literal, physical direction.

In order to diverge from his habit of poor choices, Jonathan would first have to find a new group 
of friends to hang out with.
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Ascend

Helpful Hint:  The simplest meaning of this word is “to go up.”  You can use ascend has close 
meaning to this phrase.

	To quickly ascend the snow bank entrance to their fort, the children built a set of snow stairs.


Transcend

Helpful Hint:  The word “transcend” is a direct synonym of  “overcome.” 

In writing class, we have been learning ways to understand and transcend obstacles of our environment. 


Condescend

Helpful Hint:  To condescend is to talk down to or look down upon someone.  You might speak to 
someone in a condescending way, or you could condescend (stoop down to) speak to 
someone.

	As the teacher stood, barking down at the student in his most condescending tone, the young 
student secretly prepared a spitball under his desk. 


Descendent

Helpful Hint:  Descendent includes the prefix de-, “down from.”  We have all stepped won from 
someone else.

Margarite’s long line of descendents made her the proud grandmother of twenty-six.  Ironically 
she was the descendent of a very small family.


Ascendancy

Helpful Hint:  Ascendancy is a noun that can be used interchangeably with the phrase “dominant 			control.”

A strict teacher can seem to have ascendancy over classroom, but the students are can often 
Be planning to launch a secret revenge.



Malevolent

Helpful Hint:  Feelings of malevolence run deep.  Malevolent enemies have bitter and lasting feelings of
hatred and resentment. 

Malevolent acts of bigotry can result in acts of violence against innocent people. 
		


Malicious

Helpful Hint:  Malicious is similar to malevolent because each shows a desire to see someone else 
suffer.  Malicious, though, usually involves things that are petty and spiteful. 

	Teenage girls are well-known for spreading malicious rumors about one another.



Malign

Helpful Hint:  Malign is has a close meaning to slander and libel.  Each words means that a person or 
group is the victim of false or misleading statements. 

In the media, charter schools are often maligned by  district school supporters who resent the 
tough competition.



Malnourished

Helpful Hint:  Malnourished doesn’t necessarily mean that someone is thin.  To be malnourished means 
that your body is not getting what it needs.  A large person could easily be malnourished. 

Her strict diet of cotton candy and root beer caused sever malnutrition that landed Shakrika’s 
sister, Boniffa, in the hospital. 



Maladjusted

Helpful Hint:  Maladjusted is a synonym of the phrase “poorly adjusted.”  

	Because the new student was maladjusted to his new school, he had great difficulty in getting
 around on the first day of school. 
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Ignorant

Helpful Hint:  To be “ignorant” does not mean to be “dumb.”  It means that someone was simply 
unaware of something.  Use ignorant as a synonym of “unaware”

	The young boy, ignorant to the busy traffic, chased his ball into the street.



Cognitive

Helpful Hint:  Cognitive “skills” involve the ability to acquire knowledge that can easily be tested. 

A young student’s cognitive abilities are dependent on his or her upbringing and happiness. 



Diagnosis

Helpful Hint:  A diagnosis identifies a problem through its physical evidence

According to the teacher’s diagnosis, the Boniffa had the ability to pass on to the ninth grade. 



Incognito

Helpful Hint:  Incognito is a condensed form of saying “in disguise.”  Try using this word exactly as you 
would use “in disguise.”

Incognito, the tardy student snuck into the room and took a seat at his desk in the back row.



Prognosis

Helpful Hint:  Prognosis contains the prefix “pro-“ meaning “before.”  It is quite literally, “knowledge 
beforehand.”  It is almost like a prediction, but is rooted in fact and evidence.

The prognosis for a patient with chicken pox is usually excellent; the prognosis for someone with 
liver cancer is usually terrible.



Concise

Helpful Hint:  Feelings of malevolence run deep.  Malevolent enemies have bitter and lasting feelings of
hatred and resentment. 

You oral tradition exam will ask for a concise summary to show that you understand the 
evolution of storytelling. 
		


Excise

Helpful Hint:  Excise takes part of its meaning from the prefix “ex-,” meaning “out.”   The word 
involves taking “something” out.

	After editing your work, you may choose to excise some passages to make the piece clearer.



Incisive

Helpful Hint:  To “incise” is to “cut into”; an incisive remark “cuts to the heart of the matter at hand.

With a few incisive questions, Mr. Colorio was able to determine who had written on the 
bathroom wall.



Precision

Helpful Hint:  To have done something with precision means that it was done precisely, with care. 

With great precision, Shakrika crept into Luvetra’s bedroom and chopped off a lock of her hair. 



Incision

Helpful Hint:  To “incise” literally means to cut into something.  An “incision” is a cut that has been
made in something.  

	The doctor made his incision with great precision, being careful not to butcher his pateient.
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