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KEY

 

0   =   Missing

 

 

 

 

 

3   =   Heading in the right direction

 

1   =   Poorly done

 

 

 

 

4   =   On the right track.  Sli

ght adjustments needed

 

2   =   In the beginning stages

 

 

 

5   =   Brilliant! Couldn’t be better! 

 

 

Please store this checklist inside your writing folder.  Be certain to check the boxes and insert dates on the lines provided as you complete each step in the development your paper.

Prewriting



Date Completed

1.
(
_______________
Needs of our World:  Brainstorming
2.
(
_______________
3 Statements of Opinion

3.
(
_______________
Recognizing you Reader Organizer

4.
(
_______________
Supporting Your Opinion Organizer
5.
(
_______________
Arm and Finger Organizers

Drafting
1.
(
_______________
Introduction
2.
(
_______________
History
3.
(
_______________
Appearance/Function
4.
(
_______________
Costs
5.
(
_______________
Supporting Your Opinion
6.
(
_______________
Conclusion

Editing and Revising
1.
(
_______________
Typed, Draft One

2.
(
_______________
Peer Evaluation
3.
(
_______________
Typed, Draft Two
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Name __________________________
	Problems
	

	1.  _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________
	Tried:  _____________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Suggestions:  ________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

	2.  _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________
	Tried:  _____________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Suggestions:  ________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

	3.  _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________

     _______________________
	Tried:  _____________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Suggestions:  ________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________


Name _____________________________


Statement of Opinion:
______________________________________________________________________________

	Audience
	Interests, Issues, and Concerns

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Name ___________________________


Statement of Opinion:
__________________________________________________________________

Put yourself into the role of your primary audience (those who will be most impacted by your statement of opinion) and ask yourself “Why?” in regards to this statement of opinion.  List reasons to support your opinion and case in the spaces provided below.  To “cement” these reasons as concrete and factual, provide some supporting evidence to back up your case.

	Audience
	Reasons
	Evidence

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



I.   Attention Grabbing Introduction

a. Personal anecdote or interesting fact in

          relation to problem

b.  Expanded Statement of Opinion

II.     History

a. History of problem and solutions attempted

b. History of your invention

III.    Appearance and Function

IV. Costs

a.  Immediate Costs to buyer

b. Long-Term Maintenance Costs

V.    Supporting Your Opinion

a.  Reason I and Supporting Evidence

b.  Reason II and Supporting Evidence

c. Reason III and Supporting Evidence

VI.    Conclusion

a.   Reiteration of Statement of Opinion

b.   Call for Purchase

To:

Mr. Hoskins
From:
Ivana Holla
Subject:
The Garbage Guzzler
Date:
September 13, 2005

How does it feel to wake each morning and head off to work in your shiny new car, knowing that you have spent all your life focused, ambitious, and building for yourself, a successful career and a promising future?   As you travel the freshly paved tarmac, the world is your oyster.  A tank full of gas and a morning coffee are you accomplices on this forty-mile stretch of highway, leading into the city.  Unfortunately, on this particular day, lady luck has thrown you a curve.  Your routine is interrupted as you pull to the pump to find a sign, “ALL OUT.”  Nevertheless, this is a small obstacle to overcome, and you set your sights on a neighboring gas station on the next block.  Pulling to the pump and stepping from your car, you overhear the attendant telling a nearby customer “There’s not a drop in the whole county!”  You turn the key in the ignition….twice….and a third time…but get no response from beneath the hood.  Striking your hands on the steering wheel, your morning coffee falls from the dash and onto your lap; it stains your pants and scalds your thighs and you realize that a world that was once in the palm of your hand, has now slipped from your grasp.  Weeks ago, you had seen the television advertisement for The Garbage Guzzler, and had considered it foolish.  Imagine now, how simple it would be to toss that culprit cup into the fuel tank and continue on your way.

Throughout the past century, scientists have speculated that our days of fossil fuel reliance are numbered.  In that time period, researchers have scrambled to proactively find a solution.  First there were solar possibilities, but little energy could be harvested to fuel a vehicle by this means alone.  Then we tried oils: peanut and vegetable.  Unfortunately, these fueling alternatives proved too costly and were available in too small a supply.  Water powered vehicles seemed a likely possibility, but technology to harness this energy was still decades away.  Finally, in the garage of a two-family home in Lowell, Massachusetts, a young woman by the name of Ivana Holla discovered a solution: The Garbage Guzzler.

The Garbage Guzzler is a simplistically designed vehicle that pays tribute to function, rather than form.  This car does not come equipped with any souped up spoiler or jacked up frame.  Its hubcaps don’t spin, and the seats aren’t heated.  In trade for what The Garbage Guzzler lacks, it has exactly what you need—affordable and readily accessible fuel.  If parked in your garage, fueling the vehicle is as simple as opening its hatchback, unclasping the lid of the custom 3’x3’ titanium, incinerator- generator, and filling the cube to capacity with your garbage.  Clasp the lid securely; press the “FIRE” button, and The Garbage Guzzler will transform this waste into want, creating enough gas for you to safely travel the next 80-100 miles of terrain.  

Reason I and Supporting Evidence (one paragraph)

Reason II and Supporting Evidence (one paragraph)

Reason III and Supporting Evidence (one paragraph)

Clearly, the future of gas-powered vehicles is bleak.  As you ride the rough seas of rising gas prices hoping for a break in the storm or a light on the other side of the dismal and gloomy skies, prepare yourself for the worst.  Despite economizing and rationing, fossil fuels are a limited natural resources that will soon become extinct.  Rather than becoming another statistic, a stranded motorist on the highway, take the smarter approach, the proactive approach, and purchase for yourself, The Garbage Guzzler.  Why wait for these dark clouds to part, when the dawn of a new day has already arrived?

Name of Product 
________________________________________________________________

Name of Writer
________________________________________________________________

Name of Editor
________________________________________________________________


Content

1.
Does the writer imbed their statement of opinion in the introduction?
     0   1   2   3   4   5


2.
Does the writer provide you with a history of their problem and product?
     0   1   2   3   4   5

3.  
Does the writer make the appearance and functions of the product clear,
     0   1   2   3   4   5


leaving the reader with no unanswered questions?

4.    Does the writer specifically address target audiences and provide

     0   1   2   3   4   5

       clear reasons and supporting evidence to promote their product?

5.     Does the proposal make sense? Is it easy to follow?

       
   
     0   1   2   3   4   5    

Mechanics

All mechanical corrections should be properly notated on your partner’s paper.  In addition, your overall observations on specific strengths or weaknesses should be notated here.


1.
Spelling








     0   1   2   3   4   5    



2.
Punctuation








     0   1   2   3   4   5    


3.
Capitalization








     0   1   2   3   4   5    


4.
Sentence Structure







     0   1   2   3   4   5    


5.
Paragraph Structure







     0   1   2   3   4   5    

Elements of Strong Writing
1. Honest:  Does the writer show their “voice”?  Do they display a 

     0   1   2   3   4   5    

            sense of audience?  If applicable, do they speak from

            personal experience?  

2. Specific: Does the writer provide specific details (i.e. names, 
   
     0   1   2   3   4   5    

                  events)?  Do they show and not tell to paint a picture?


3. Focused:  Does the writer concentrate their efforts on a single topic?
     0   1   2   3   4   5    

            Did they explore it to its fullest?


Student Name ______________________________________________________________________

Product  ___________________________________________________________________________            


Content (35 points)

1.      Is the product effective in meeting the needs of society?

 

0   1   2   3   4   5    
2.      Are strong language and connotation prevalent in the product title?

0   1   2   3   4   5    

3.      Does the proposal address why your product is important?       


0   1   2   3   4   5                                                 Is this a convincing argument?                     
4. Is the purpose of the proposal clear?  Does it explicitly state what it   

0   1   2   3   4   5       will attempt to accomplish?

5.      Does the proposal build a case for the need of the product?  Does it                 
 0   1   2   3   4   5    address why the product so essential in meeting the needs of society                                                                                            or why the product will succeed where others have failed?  

6.      Are specific audiences addressed?  Are reasons provided to these groups         
 0   1   2   3   4   5        to help build a persuasive case?  Is evidence provided to support these reasons?

7.      Does the conclusion of the proposal restate the Statement on Opinion in 
  0   1   2   3   4   5          a new and creative fashion?                            

Mechanics (25 points)


1.
Spelling








0   1   2   3   4   5  


2.
Punctuation








0   1   2   3   4   5    



3.
Capitalization








0   1   2   3   4   5   


4.
Sentence Structure







0   1   2   3   4   5    


5.
Paragraph Structure







0   1   2   3   4   5    

Steps (40 points)

1. Brainstorming


___________ points

2. Draft 1



___________ points

3. Peer Editing


___________ points

4. Draft 2



___________ points

Additional Comments:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Overall Score

Strong Writing Score ________  +   Proposal Score ________  = ________  / 2 =    _________________  


Student Name ______________________________________________________________________

Product  ___________________________________________________________________________            

HONEST:


	1
	Generically produced writing.  

Written to satisfy criteria.  

Has no heart, soul, or personality.

	2
	A “voice” exists, but is it your own?

Do you really care?  Extremely limited personal connection to writing.

	3
	A hint of “voice” is breaking through

Sense of audience is apparent but exists only in the developing stages

	4
	There is some “voice” starting to appear

Sense of audience is present 

	5
	Real “voice” is emerging

Clear connection between writer and writing



	6
	Speaks from the heart.  Writer’s voice is clear


SPECIFIC:

	1
	Incoherent in places

Severe lack of detail leaves large holes in the reader’s understanding

	2
	Sporadic, inconsistent use of detail.

Numerous “telling” sentences with few “showing” sentences

	3
	Basic details presented, but remain unelaborated 

Inconsistent use of sensory details paint a blurred picture

	4
	General elaboration (too general)

More sophisticated expression is present (i.e. bringing work to “life” with the use of quotes)

	5
	Has specific details

Reader’s understanding is enhanced through use of detail

Picture is coming into focus

	6
	Details are plentiful and highly specific

Descriptions are thorough and paint a precise picture for the reader




FOCUS:
	1
	Scattered.  

Focus is absent or hard to find.

Writing is “all over the board”

	2
	Glimmer of development.

Beginning of focus.



	3
	Organization exists, but is choppy in places

Focus is in the developing stages

	4
	Clear focus 

Logical development and sequencing of supporting ideas

	5
	Writing expands and elaborates to support the main idea of the piece

Comments and analysis to some extent.

	6
	Lengthy introduction that subtly winds us to the subject

Reader concludes with complete understanding of author’s purpose




General Comments:  _______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Score:



Honest
___________

Specific  +
___________

Focus    +
___________


    =  ___________
X
___________   =   ___________
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