Novel Unit: Overview
Time Allotment:

Eleven Days Total

=
Nine Classes for Reading and Activities






One Class for Project Presentations and Final Exam






One Class for Movie Activity

Assessments:


Reader Response Logs
Purpose:
Three-column protocols for comprehension, questioning, and peer feedback

Procedure:
For each assigned reading, you will be expected to respond to key questions in your reader log and to identify main ideas from the reading.  The following class period, you will have an opportunity to swap your log with a classmate.  You will then be asked to use your main ideas to develop a summary of the assigned reading.

Value:

Journals will be checked daily.  You will receive a homework score for each 

entry.  Summaries will be counted  as a quiz score at the end of our unit.
Literature Circle Roles
Purpose:
To enhance understanding of specific elements of the story.  To become 

experts and teachers of information

Procedure:
Your included Literature Circle packet consists of four roles.  As we read, 


you will be periodically asked to complete one of these four roles.  

You will come to class on the following day, prepared to work with your group and to share your findings in a reading group discussion to enhance teammates, as well as your own, understanding of the story.  

Value:

Completed packets will be collected on day eight and will be worth a project 

score.

Town Hall Discussions

Purpose:
To share ideas, insight, and ask questions and discuss understanding in a whole-class forum

Procedure:
Each class period will provide you with an opportunity to discuss the most current reading.  In full-class format, you will be prompted with, will pose your own, and will find answers to questions related to our current reading.  You will explore and expand on themes and ideas presented in the reading and share thoughts and feelings regarding the reading selection.

Value:
Participation in circle discussions will be worth a classwork score.  You should come prepared with two key questions or discussion starters for the group.  You will need to make a productive, insightful contribution during five of our seven circles in order to earn full credit.

Quizzes

Purpose:
To assess comprehension and to ensure students are keeping pace

Procedure:
You will be given random pop quizzes, without notice.  These quizzes will 

have obvious answers.  If you completed the assigned reading and your 

assignments, you will pass.  If you do not pass, it will be an indicator that 

you are not keeping up or following the guidelines for this unit.

Value:

Each quiz will be worth a quiz score (duh).

Projects

Purpose:
To expand on understanding of story elements

Procedure:
At the start of the unit, you will be given a list of ideas for a final project.  

You may choose one of the ideas listed, or may submit a project proposal to 

me if you have an original idea of your own.  Proposals must be submitted prior to beginning!  All completed projects must be typed, if applicable, and completed with precision and attention to detail.  With the time allotment provided, last ditch efforts will be seriously frowned upon and will be scored accordingly.

Value:

Each project will be presented and collected on day nine of this unit. 

Scoring will be seventy-five percent based on your physical project, and 

twenty-five percent based on the oral presentation of your completed 

project.

Exam

Purpose:
To assess overall understanding of story 

Unit Overview:  Fahrenheit 451
Fahrenheit 451 is divided into three parts:

Part One:
The Hearth and the Salamander

(Pages  1-68)

Part Two:
The Sieve and the Sand


(Pages  71-110)

Part Three:
 Burning Bright



(Pages  113-165)
Day 1:
  

Activities:
Introduction to Assessment Tools and Unit Expectations



Building Background:  Author and novel history

Reading:
Pages 3-23

Day 2:
  

Activities:
Literature Circles (First Role)

-
15 Minutes



Reader Response Swap

-
10 Minutes



Circle Discussion & Reading

-
20 Minutes

Reading:
Pages 24-45

Day 3:
  

Activities:
Literature Circles (Second Role)
-
15 Minutes



Reader Response Swap

-
10 Minutes



Circle Discussion: Themes




Reading:
Pages 46-68

Day 4:
  

Activities:
Reader Response Swap

-
10 Minutes

Circle Discussion & Reading

-
15 Minutes

Reading:
Pages 71-91

Day 5:
  

Activities:
Reader Response Swap

-
10 Minutes

Circle Discussion & Reading

-
15 Minutes

Reading:
Pages 91-110

Day 6:
  

Activities:
Reader Response Swap

-
10 Minutes

Literature Circles (Third Role)
-
15 Minutes



Circle Discussion & Reading

-
20 Minutes

Reading:
Pages 113-130

Day 7:
  

Activities:
Reader Response Swap

Literature Circles (Third Role)
-
15 Minutes

Circle Discussion & Reading

-
20 Minutes

Reading:
Pages 131-148

Day 8:
  

Activities:
Read and Respond Journal Swap
-
10 Minutes

Circle Discussion & Reading
-
35 Minutes


Reading:
Pages 149-165

Day 9:
  

Activities:
Projects Presented and Collected



Fahrenheit 451 Exam



**Index Card Character Lists Collected**

Unit Overview:  A Separate Peace
A Separate Peace is divided into thirteen chapters

Day 1/2:  
  

Activities:
Introduction to Assessment Tools and Unit Expectations



Building Background:  Author and novel history

Reading:
Pages 1-24 (old edition)
1-32 (new edition)
Day 3:
  

Activities:
Reader Response Swap



-
10 Minutes

Literature Circles (First Role)



-
10 Minutes



Town Hall Discussion & Reading


-
25 Minutes

Reading:
Pages 25-52 (old edition)
33-60 (new edition)
Day 4:
  

Activities:
Reader Response Swap



-
10 Minutes

Literature Circles (Second Role)


-
10 Minutes



Town Hall Discussion (Themes) & Reading

-
25 Minutes



Reading:
Pages 53-77 (old edition)
61-85 (new edition)
Day 5:
  

Activities:
Reader Response Swap



-
10 Minutes

Town Hall Discussion & Reading


-
35 Minutes

Reading:
Pages 78-94 (old edition)
86-102 (new edition)
Day 6:
  

Activities:
Reader Response Swap



-
10 Minutes

Literature Circles (Third Role)


-
15 Minutes

Town Hall Discussion & Reading


-
20 Minutes

Reading:
Pages 95-114 (old edition)
103-122 (new edition)
Day 7:
  

Activities:
Reader Response Swap



-
10 Minutes

Literature Circles (Fourth Role)


-
15 Minutes



Town Hall Discussion & Reading


-
20 Minutes
Reading:
Pages 115-143 (old edition)
123-151 (new edition)
Day 8:
  

Activities:
Reader Response Swap



- 
10 Minutes

Town Hall Discussion & Reading


-
35 Minutes
Reading:
Pages 144-169 (old edition)
152-177 (new edition)
Day 9:
  

Activities:
Read and Respond Journal Swap


-
10 Minutes

Town Hall Discussion & Reading


-
35 Minutes


Reading:
Pages 170-196 (old edition)
178-204 (new edition)
Day 10:
  

Activities:
Projects Presented and Collected



A Separate Peace Exam



**Index Card Character Lists Collected**
Day 11:
  

Activities:
Movie Analysis

Choose one out of the activities listed below and complete a project to demonstrate your understanding of our reading. All completed projects must be typed and professionally organized.  All typed projects should be one, double-spaced page at minimum.

[image: image1.png]


1.  Analyze the principal theme of the novel by first identifying it, then detailing the variety of ways in which it presents itself in the story.  Be certain to identify prominent events, characters, and what they come to understand. In conclusion, identify potential reasons why the author chose to express this theme, given the historic significance of the period in which the novel was written.

2.  Create a comic strip version of the novel. Be sure that the captions and illustrations explain the story clearly.  Do not include every detail -- only those that are most important. You will not be judged on your artistic talent, only on your effort and ability to capture the main themes, conflicts, and characters, and general plot of the novel.

3.  Rewrite the novel as a poem or a song.  Be sure to include important details, symbols, incidents, and conflicts.  

4.  Create a movie reproduction of the novel.  You may choose to condense the entire novel into its most basic and important elements, select a section of the book with which to work, or elaborate on the ending of the novel.

5.  Develop the cover page of a newspaper, covering the major events of the novel. Include, besides the 5 w's, eyewitness accounts (quotes), expert opinions and a "photo" or two. Here you may elaborate or expand on basic facts to create a detailed article.

6.  Using the persuasive writing structure, draft a proposal that nominates one of the novel’s characters for an award (your choice or design).  Address winners of the past and the requirements for receiving such an award.  In addition, you must create a convincing argument, supported by specific facts and evidence that persuades your audience to vote for the nominated award candidate.

7.   In a team of no more than four, complete a modern day movie production of the novel.  With the dominant theme in mind, update your settings, characters, and conflicts to express a more modern perspective that expresses the message of the original work.


Due to the number of participants for this project, your completed work must be done to perfection; cast members must have clearly defined roles, costuming, and memorized scripts.

8.  Develop a script that picks up where one of the scenes from our novel comes to an end.  Use a cardboard box as a set, design the setting for your chosen scene.  Use materials of your own preference to design puppet characters for your scene.  Present your extended scene to the class in the form of a puppet show.

9.  Other.  If you have an idea for a project, submit this to Mr. Hoskins in the form of a     proposal and it will be reviewed, discussed with you, and potentially approved!

Literature Circle Role

Summarizer:  

Your job is to prepare a brief summary of today’s reading.  Your group discussion will start with your 1-2 minute statement that covers the key points, main highlights and general idea of today’s reading assignment. 

___________________________________________________________


Name________________________________ Page _____ to ______ 

Summary:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Key points: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Connections: What did today’s reading remind you of? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Literature Circle Role

Illustrator: 

Your job is to draw some kind of picture related to the reading.  It can be a sketch, cartoon, flow chart or scene.  You can draw a picture of something that is discussed specifically in your book, something that the reading reminded you of, or a picture that conveys any idea or feeling you got from the reading.  Any type drawing or graphic is OK as long as it helps your group understand and remember details.  You may label items or include captions to explain. 

___________________________________________________________

Name________________________________ Pages _____ to ______ 
 


Connections: What did today’s reading remind you of? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Literature Circle Role
Discussion Director: 

Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about this part of the book.  Focus on the major events, people and ideas.  List them as you read or after you read.  Your job will be to ask these questions then call on members to answer.  Help them find or give hints if some have difficulty. 

___________________________________________________________


Name________________________________ Pages _____ to ______ 

Possible discussion questions or topics for today: 


1. 


2. 


3 


4. 


5. 

Topics to be carried over until tomorrow: ________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________


Example questions: 
What caused (character) to act in this way? 
Why did (character) feel (state emotion)? 
What are the most important elements we must remember today? 
What event or person surprised us today? 
How did (character) do (name activity or event)? 

Literature Circle Role

Predictor: 

Your job is to predict what you think will happen next in this story.  After each prediction, you must defend your reasoning. 

___________________________________________________________


Name________________________________ Pages _____ to ______ 

Based on what I have read, I predict the following will happen: 
1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________________ 


Why? __________________________________________________________________


2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________________ 


Why? __________________________________________________________________


3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________________ 


Why? __________________________________________________________________

After reading the next section, which predictions came true? 
________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Which were incorrect?  What actually happened? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

