Overview:

Writing With The Senses

	FOCUS
	WRITING ASSIGNMENT

	Observation &

Frontloading
	Hershey Kiss Exercise

	Sight
	Practice Paragraph:  Everyday Words

Freewriting 1: Describing a Puddle

	Touch
	Practice Paragraph:  How Does it Feel?

Freewriting 2: A Touch of Seasons

	Sound
	Practice Paragraph: Can You Hear Me Now?

Freewriting 3: Sense of Hearing

	Smell
	Practice Paragraph: Smell It…Taste It…Write It

Freewriting 4: Sense of Sight and Touch

	Taste
	Practice Paragraph: Smell It…Taste It…Write It

Freewriting 4: Sense of Sight and Touch

	All Five Senses
	Freewriting 5:  Sensory Overload


Sense of Sight: Practice Paragraph
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	a shoe
	 a school cafeteria

	Bread
	a sidewalk 

	a leaf
	a chicken

	a strip of bacon
	lightning 


1.     Select one of the items listed above.

2.     Close your eyes, concentrate, and develop a brainstormed list of sense of sight details that pertain to the selected item.

3.     Write several sentences to describe the item as vividly and descriptively as possible so that your reader will be able to “see” your object.  Use original detail so that your description is so particular that the item could have existed only in an exact moment at a very place.
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Freewriting 1
Having spent the greater part of today focusing on the sense of sight, and having written short sense of sight writing samples, you should now be prepared for your first of five freewriting assignments.  You will spend the remainder of the class period freewriting a description that emphasizes the way something looks.  You may choose 

Using the same process employed in your previous writing sample, brainstorm first, then develop your free your selected journey would look.
Possible Writing Topics:

  1.  A puddle of water  
         2.  Spilled milk

         3.  An oil spill

         4.  Melted ice cream

*Underline your Sense of Sight Details.
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	a piece of sandpaper
	a warm bath

	a dry leaf
	a sunburn

	a piece of chalk
	an ice cube

	spaghetti
	wax


1. Select one of the items listed above.
2. Close your eyes, concentrate, and develop a brainstormed list of sense of touch
           details that pertain to the selected item.
3. Write several sentences to describe the item as vividly and descriptively as  
            possible so that your reader will be able to “feel” your object (similes and 

            metaphors can help you achieve this even more precisely).
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Freewriting 2

Having spent the greater part of today focusing on the sense of touch, and having written short sense of touch writing samples, you should now be prepared for your second of five freewriting assignments.  You will spend the remainder of the class period freewriting a description that emphasizes the way something feels.  You may choose from the list of topics below, or develop a unique topic of your own.  

Using the same process employed in your previous writing sample, brainstorm first, then develop your freewriting to focus on how your selected journey would feel.
Possible Writing Topics:

  1.  Walking along the beach on a hot summer’s day

         2.  Trudging through the snow in late January

         3.  Hopping puddles on a rainy spring afternoon

         4.  Apple picking on a cool, fall day

*Double Underline your Sense of Touch Details.

Sense of Hearing: Practice Paragraph
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	a pep rally
	school lunchtime

	an amusement park
	a basketball game

	a broken car
	a beach

	downtown Worcester
	a band rehearsal


1.     Select one of the items listed above.

2.     Close your eyes, concentrate, and develop a brainstormed list of sense  


    of hearing details that pertain to the selected item or event.

3.
Write several sentences to describe the item as vividly and descriptively as possible so that your reader will be able to “hear” your object (similes and metaphors can help you achieve this even more precisely).

Freewriting 3

Having spent the greater part of today focusing on the sense of hearing, and having written short sense of hearing writing samples, you should now be prepared for your third of five freewriting assignments.  You will spend the remainder of the class period freewriting a description that emphasizes the way something sounds.  You may choose from the list of topics below, or develop a unique topic of your own.  

Using the same process employed in your previous writing sample, brainstorm first, then develop your freewriting to focus on how your selection would sound.
Possible Writing Topics:

  1.  Waking up on the morning of a snow day

         2.  Going to sleep late at night in the summer

         3.  A car accident

         4.  A Fourth of July celebration

*Box your Sense of Touch Details.


Sit alone, outside your house for 15-minutes.  Develop a log (in list form) of the sounds you hear.  Do not focus on dialogue or the exact words of people: listen closer.  What sounds make up your environment?  Be specific!  Don’t just say a car driving by, specifically describe the sounds that the vehicle makes.


After you have finished, take your brainstormed log and develop a written description of your neighborhood that relies primarily on the sense of hearing.





Use specific, rounded details as you respond to the following:

1. What tastes do you like?

2. What tastes do you dislike?

3. What is your favorite food?  Write a phrase describing the taste.

4. What foods do you most dislike?  Write a phrase describing that taste.

5.  What are your favorite smells?

6. What does your room smell like?

7. What are some different kinds of stores?  Describe how they smell.

8. What are some classrooms in school that have distinct smells?  What are they like?

9. Can you think of a memory associated with a smell?

In your groups, please identify two foods that represent each quality of taste.  When you have done this, list

three adjectives to specifically describe the flavor of each food item
	Flavorful Foods
	Three Adjectives to describe the specific flavor

	Salty
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Sour
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Bitter
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	

Sweet

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



As head chefs of Cafeterias Across America, you have been asked to submit a proposed Wednesday menu for Seven Hills Charter Public School.  Using your knowledge of persuasive writing and sensory details, please develop a tantalizing description of your meal to obtain this job.

Proposed Menu

Meat

_____________________________________________________________________







(Identify your Dish)

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Side Dish

_____________________________________________________________________







(Identify your Dish)

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
Dessert

_____________________________________________________________________







(Identify your Dish)




___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Sense of Hearing: Practice Paragraph


	a lemon drop
	a piece of toast

	a blade of grass
	a pencil

	a fire
	toothpaste

	Thanksgiving dinner
	pie


1.     Select one of the items listed above.

2.     Close your eyes, concentrate, and develop a brainstormed list of   senseof smell and sense of taste details that pertain to the selected item.

3.     Write several sentences to describe the item as vividly and     

descriptively as possible so that your reader will be able to “feel” your object (similes and metaphors can help you achieve this even more precisely).

Freewriting 4

Having spent the greater part of today focusing on the sense of taste and smell, and having written short sense of taste and smell writing samples, you should now be prepared for your fourth of five freewriting assignments.  You will spend the remainder of the class period freewriting a description that emphasizes the way something sounds.  You may choose from the list of topics below, or develop a unique topic of your own.  

Using the same process employed in your previous writing sample, brainstorm first, then develop your freewriting to focus on how your selection would taste and smell.
Possible Writing Topics:

1. Touring a snack factory

2. School lunchtime

3. A holiday gathering

4.  Leftovers

*Circle your Sense of Taste Details.  Asterisk* your Smell Details.

Our sense of smell is responsible for about 80% of what we taste. 





Without a sense of smell, our sense of taste is limited to the five sensations in the diagram.  All of the other specific flavors that we identify are made possible by smell. 





**This explains why when your nose is blocked, like when you have a cold, foods seem tasteless. Our sense of smell even becomes stronger when we are hungry!





Flavor is a mixture of the senses including taste, smell and the feeling of food as it is being chewed. 





The tongue has almost 10,000 taste buds!    Human taste is usually described using four qualities: salty, sour, sweet and bitter.








