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An Eighth Grade, Investigative Drama Unit
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Name  _____________________________________

Please make certain to file this packet at the end of each class period.  Completed, it will be worth a project score in your trimester average.



___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prompt One:  To feel “defeat” or to be “defeated” looks and feels differently to most anyone you ask.  In your understanding, what does it mean 
           to feel defeat?  What is the result, both in the short and long-term?  Feel free to use specific, personal evidence in your response.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson One: The Rise of Hitler
Time Period: _________________________________________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Two: The Dust Bowl
Time Period: ________________________________________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Three: The Great Depression
Time Period: _________________________________________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Four: War at Our Door; the American Internment

Time Period: _________________________________________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson Five: America Fights Back
Time Period: _________________________________________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

· _______________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 1:  Hitler’s Rise to Power
Main Ideas:

· ________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________

Please incorporate at least 4 words from the transitional word bank above into your lesson SUMMARY below (please circle those that you use).  A topic sentence has been provided for you.

Adolf Hitler’s rise to power marked the beginning of a global crisis.  ___________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 2:  The Dust Bowl
Main Ideas:

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________


Please incorporate at least 4 words from the transitional word bank above into your lesson SUMMARY below (please circle those that you use).  A topic sentence has been provided for you.

The dust bowl had negative, far-reaching effects for Americans.  _______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 3:  The Great Depression
Main Ideas:

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________


Please incorporate at least 4 words from the transitional word bank above into your lesson SUMMARY below (please circle those that you use).  A topic sentence has been provided for you.

The Great Depression intensified an already struggling American economy. _______________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 4:  War at Our Door; the American Internment
Main Ideas:

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________


Please incorporate at least 4 words from the transitional word bank above into your lesson SUMMARY below (please circle those that you use).  A topic sentence has been provided for you.

American Internment Camps were a derivative of fear.________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 5:  America Fights Back
Main Ideas:

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________


Please incorporate at least 4 words from the transitional word bank above into your lesson SUMMARY below (please circle those that you use).  A topic sentence has been provided for you.

Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor prompted America’s involvement in WWII.  ______________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Prompt Two

The Dust Bowl and the Great Depression worked hand-in-hand in creating great problems for Americans and the American economy.  What parallels can you draw from the 1930’s experience and the experiences of Americans living in 2008? What are our modern “burdens” and what can we take from past experiences of America to improve our own condition?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Please respond to the Prompt Three on a separate paper, to be stapled, to your 1930’s = 1940’s packet and submitted for final scoring.


Prompt Three: A Final Consideration of “Defeat”
Throughout this WWII Drama Unit, we have explored the lives of Americans, at home and abroad, during the 1930’s and 40’s.  We have examined the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression and identified the numerous ways that each of these events impacted American citizens.  We have worked diligently to understand the events that led up to America’s involvement in WWII, and have identified the prominent role played by Americans and Allied forces in the surrender of the Axis powers.

Throughout this exploration, we have observed highs and lows in the overall morale of the American public and have looked at isolated events and asked ourselves, “Is this defeat?”

Now that we have concluded our WWII Drama Unit, I would like you to reflect on all that we have learned and ask that you look at the events of 1930’s and 40’s as a whole.  In thinking about the defining events of the decade, consider how Americans were affected, how Americans responded, and how Americans were changed as a result of these events.  When you have brainstormed this, respond, one final time, to our central question:  Were the 1930’s and 40’s a period of American Defeat?
Use the following as a rough guide in developing your response:

· Summarize the time period. 

· Identify how Americans were impacted by events of the time period

· Create a convincing argument for why the period was or was not a period of “American Defeat.”

· Support this argument with specific facts and details.

· Summarize your response to the prompt, making sure to readdress specific events of the time period.

A thorough response will be approximately one-page in length.  Typed responses, as usual, should be double-spaced, 12-point, Times New Roman font.  Though it is not mandated that responses be typed, typed responses will be awarded five additional points

Please staple this paper to your Part 1 and Part 2 Defeat prompt responses and have ready to submit on the day that you return from vacation.
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Transitional Word Bank





after, at first, during, beginning with, before, ending with, eventually, finally, following, last, next, now, since, soon, between, after, finally, first, lastly, next, also, another, besides, in addition, likewise, finally, to conclude, compared to, similarly, although, however, in contrast, unlike, most important, once again, for instance, such as, as a result, for that reason, that is why, therefore





Transitional Word Bank





after, at first, during, beginning with, before, ending with, eventually, finally, following, last, next, now, since, soon, between, after, finally, first, lastly, next, also, another, besides, in addition, likewise, finally, to conclude, compared to, similarly, although, however, in contrast, unlike, most important, once again, for instance, such as, as a result, for that reason, that is why, therefore





Transitional Word Bank





after, at first, during, beginning with, before, ending with, eventually, finally, following, last, next, now, since, soon, between, after, finally, first, lastly, next, also, another, besides, in addition, likewise, finally, to conclude, compared to, similarly, although, however, in contrast, unlike, most important, once again, for instance, such as, as a result, for that reason, that is why, therefore





Transitional Word Bank





after, at first, during, beginning with, before, ending with, eventually, finally, following, last, next, now, since, soon, between, after, finally, first, lastly, next, also, another, besides, in addition, likewise, finally, to conclude, compared to, similarly, although, however, in contrast, unlike, most important, once again, for instance, such as, as a result, for that reason, that is why, therefore





Transitional Word Bank





after, at first, during, beginning with, before, ending with, eventually, finally, following, last, next, now, since, soon, between, after, finally, first, lastly, next, also, another, besides, in addition, likewise, finally, to conclude, compared to, similarly, although, however, in contrast, unlike, most important, once again, for instance, such as, as a result, for that reason, that is why, therefore
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