October 29, 2010

Dear Kindergarten Families

The beautiful fall colors are passing and the days are getting shorter.  Remember that we go outside every day unless it is raining.  Only a jacket or sweatshirt is not warm enough on our wind blown  playground.  Your child should practice zipping his/her jacket every day.  

This past week we talked about Life in an Ocean.  We focused on letter A,a; learned two new sight words is and have; talked about nouns and plurals.  We have compared and contrasted a number of topics and learned about ocean animal and plat life.  Our math lessons centered on counting in order from 1 – 10 the concept of a missing number.  We have been learning to recognize the name and sound association and to write the lower case letters e and l.  We are continuing our Sunshine and Shadow lessons in science, when the weather cooperates.  

Next week our story is Armadillo’s Orange.  It is about an orange grove habitat.  We will be focusing on the letter S,s; initial and ending sounds, recall and retell, story sequence and story setting.  Math topic for the week is counting backward from 10 to 1.  We will be learning to recognize and name the sound associations and to write the lower case letters h and k. 

If your child goes trick or treating this weekend, remember that our wellness policy dictates that snacks are NOT candy.

Next Wednesday, November 3, is picture retake day.  If you want to have your child’s picture taken again, send in a note and we will send the form home with you on Monday.  

End of Term:  Please take the time to look at the attached copy of the Kindergarten SLC.  These are the skills that your child is working on in school and we are currently assessing.  You can help your child by working on these skills at home.  Our grades close on Friday, Nov 19.  

Bathroom Issues:  Please encourage your child to use the bathroom as soon as s/he feels the urge.  We have 2 bathrooms for more than 50 children.  Many children wait until the last minute at school, and often, there is already another child using the bathroom and someone else waiting.  Many bathroom accidents occur because a child has waited until the last possible moment, and the bathroom is occupied.  Many of these accidents can be avoided by using the bathroom as soon as possible.  

Uniforms:  Remember that only Navy Blue pants are uniform.  No black pants.  Boots are also not uniform.  Sneakers only.
Homework:  The attached homework packet and Read and Response are due next Friday.  Please also practice rote counting to 20, number recognition to 20, all letter names and all letter/sound associations.  Your child should also be creating and recognizing rhyming word pairs.  

Remember to read, read, read and count, count, count everything!  Have a safe weekend.
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Please practice these sight words with your child every day. S/he should be able to read them with no assistance by Friday.
I

am


little


the


to

a

have


is
