September 3,  2010

Dear Kindergarten Families,
It has been a great first week of Kindergarten.  We are settling in and becoming more comfortable with our new school friends and our new school environment with new rules and routines.
We have been reading The Little School Bus this week.  We have been talking about ordinal words from first through sixth.  Please practice these words with your child at home.  We have also been talking about story characters and rhyming words.  Our two sight words for this week are I and am.  We will continue with the same book and focus next week.  Our math lessons have been about matching and same and different.
We had our school pictures taken yesterday, and everyone looked great!  We will send home the pictures when they are delivered.
Please continue to be sure that your child returns his/her folder and agenda sign off sheet every day. It will be easier and more convenient once the agenda books are delivered.  The daily contact between school and home is very important to help ensure success of your child in Kindergarten.  Please be sure that any notes or money that are sent to school in the folder are in a labeled envelope or ziplock bag.  We do not check backpacks.  Also, if your child brings lunch from home, but not every day, please note it on the agenda page.  Some children insist that a sandwich or lunchable is a snack, not a lunch.  It is often difficult for us to tell.  
Homework packets are sent home on Fridays and are due back at school by the next Friday.  Your child should write his/her name on each paper and color all of the pictures.  Please return the homework as a packet.  If homework papers are sent separately, there is a greater chance of them becoming lost.  
Reciting the alphabet letters in order is an important skill.   Please practice this with your child at home.  You can purchase or make a set of flash cards that have both the capital and lower case letters.  We will be doing lots of letter work in the days and weeks to come.  Your child will be more successful if s/he is familiar with both forms of the letters of the alphabet.
Another skill that is easy to practice with your child is counting from 1 – 20 with no errors or omissions.  We use this skill every day in school.
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, in the interest of safety,  practice shoe tying with your child.  Our school has many stairs and we don’t always see loose shoe laces when we are transitioning.  
Have a great weekend, and remember to read, read, read!
							The Kindergarten Team
Important dates:  No school on Monday September 6 in observance of Labor Day.  Friday, September 24 is a half day of school.  Dismissal is at noon.


IMPORTANT INFORMATION!

1.  Our wellness policy dictates that classroom celebrations DO NOT include cookies, cupcakes or cakes.

2.  If your daughter wears a dress or skirt to school, please have her wear a pair of shorts underneath in the interests of modesty.

3. Due to bathroom concerns, Primary Academy do not need to wear a belt to be in uniform.


